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hor Axel Kappfjell

was at the top of his

sport, literally. As a

premier member of

the worldwide BASE organiza-
tion, he liked to jump off tall things;
BASE stands for buildings, antennas,
spans (bridges), and earth (cliffs).
BASE jumping is parachuting from
fixed objects. Fun, huh?

Kappfjell had gained quite a bit of
notoriety around the world by
jumping off things without permis-
sion. The writers of laws, policies,
and ordinances tend to frown on
unauthorized use of their properties
in the pursuit of extreme sports.
After all, there’s this nasty issue of lit
igation.

He leaped off the 86th-floor
observation deck of the Empire State
Building in New York City and, three
days later, the eagle heads on the
Chrysler Building. In both cases,
authorities, caught off guard, cried,
“Hey, you can’t do that!” but both
times the adventurer melted into the
crowds of the teeming city before

. anyone could nab him. When he had

“THROW
YOURSELF DOWN™

the temerity to jump
from one of the World
Trade towers, however,
they were ready for him.
He was arrested and sentenced to
seven days of community service.

Then in July 1999, Kappfjell was
the third of 12 jumpers planning to
leap from the 3,300-foot Kjerag, a
cliff near Stavanger, Norway. It was
Kappfjell’s last jump: he hit the rock
tace and fell into a fjord.

When Jesus was on Earth, He was
faced at one time with the possibility
of becoming human history’s first
known BASE jumper. Rather than
getting His name in this way into the
pages of the Guinness Book of World
Records, however, the account is
reported in Scripture.

When you think about it, the New
Testament is far more amazing than
Guinness anyway. How can such
things as the world’s longest mus-
tache or the most jumps recorded on
a pogo stick or the largest tomato
ever grown compare to the miracle of
Jesus Christ?

Jesus’ opportunity to become the
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world’s first successful BASE jumper
occurred shortly after His baptism
by John. “It seems to be the law of
life that just after our resistance
power has been highest it nose-dives
until it is at its lowest™ From the
sublime moment of His baptism,
Jesus was directed by the Holy Spirit
into the wilderness to be tested.
There, in the loneliness and desola-
tion of the place, He was confronted
by Satan, who threw three pitches at
Him, hoping that these fast balls
would be enough to strike Him out
even before His official ministry
began.

In the second temptation, while
Jesus was at the top of the temple,
Satan suggested, “‘Throw vourself
down™ (Matt. 4:6, NIV). To some
that may sound like fun, but, of
course, doing something simply for
the thrill of it wasn't the point. Jesus
saw clearly what was implied.

In the cultural environment of
Jesus’ time, such a temptation would
have been only natural. “It was a part
of the popular belief that the Mes-
siah should appear suddenly, and in
some marvelous way; as, for in-
stance, by a leap from the temple
roof into the midst of the crowds
assembled below.™ In fact, it is said
that Simon Magus, the same sorcerer
who tried to purchase from Peter
and John the marvelous technique
of bestowing the Holy Spirit
through the laying on of hands, met
his untimely end in an attempt in

the Roman Forum to demonstrate
his ability to {ly.

We're assured elsewhere that
Jesus “has been tempted in every
way, just as we are” (Heb. 4:15, NIV).
Not too many of us, however, have
been tempted in this specific way to
become literal BASE jumpers. So
how does Jesus’ dilemma at the top
of the Temple conform to the idea
that He was “tempted in every way,
just as we are”? How did that experi-
ence present a problem that is uni-
versal to the rest of humankind?

Jesus Himself provided the
answer: the point wasn't adventur-
ing, but presumption. Most dictio-
nary definitions of presumption
include such synonyms as “arro-
gance,” “audacity,” “temerity,” or
“effrontery” Though presumption
seldom appears as such in various
translations of Scripture, it describes
a form of sin that recurs rather reg-
ularly. We see it in an arrogant idea
that a tower would protect human-
kind from a future flood, in jonah’s
audacity to question God’s mercy in
sparing the people of Nineveh; in
the temerity of Jesus’ brothers coun-
seling Him that “no one who wants
to become a public figure acts in
secret’” {John 7:4, NIV). Presump-
tion simply means putting oneself in
God’s place, forgetting one’s depen-
dence on God.

In Jesus” temptation experience,
Satan actually quoted from Scrip-
ture. Daring Jesus to throw Himself
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off the pinnacle of the Temple, Satan
reminded Him with wicked cun-
ning, “It is written: ‘He will com-
mand his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their
hands, so that you will not strike
your foot against a stone’™ {Matt.
4:6, NIV).

When Satan quoted Scripture,
however, he chose not to include a
crucially important part of the pas-
sage: “to guard you in all your ways”
(Ps. 91:11, NIV). If Jesus had fol-
lowed this suggestion, He would
have been venturing into Satan’s
ways, not the ways that God in-
tended for Him.

Every temptation that comes our
way is rooted in the idea that we
don’t have to take (od at His word.
It shows a distrust in God and in His

revelation in Scripture. “T'he way of
a fool seems right 10 him, but a wise
man listens to advice™ (Prov. 12:15,
NIV).

God’s power is nol something
that we can experiment with, Tt jsn't

L

a4 mere weapon in our arsenal
against temptation. It is a force that
we're expected to trust quietly in our
everyday lives. This is why Jesus
answered Satan’s second pitch by
referring to the Book of Deuteron-
omy: “It is also written: “Do not put
the Lord your God to the test””
{Matt. 6:16, NIV},

In Jesus” answer we can begin to
see how universal this temptation is.
Who atnong us can say we've never
stretched God’s protection for us a bit
too far? Who can assert that we have
never made an important decision
that was based more on our own
inclinations than on what we knew to
be God’s will for us? Who can claim
that we are always totally dependent
on Ged in everything we do?
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