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W O R K S T A T I O N  T W O

Gary B. Swanson

mean that he was the
world record holder for
the highest intelligence
quotient?

“After Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, saying,
‘Where is He who has been born
King of the Jews? For we have seen
His star in the East and have come to
worship Him’” (Matt. 2:1, 2, NKJV).

It would surely be accurate to say
that the wisdom of these men re-
sulted at least in part from their
knowledge of astronomy. Even in a
time long before the technology of
optics and telescopes and radio tele-
scopes, they knew enough to recog-
nize an unidentified flying object
when they saw it. Clearly, it appeared
to be moving in a way that was un-
characteristic of the other heavenly
lights.

Further, their wisdom is evi-
denced by their recognition that this
object was surely a fulfillment of
prophecy. Scholars tell us that they
probably came from Arabia or Per-

uring the Christ-
mas season in the
West, our culture
becomes enrapt in
a mythical world of twinkling

lights, snowmen, decorated trees,
Santa Claus, reindeer, wrapped gifts,
and sleigh bells. Among all these fa-
miliar icons, thankfully, a few Chris-
tian symbols have endured: the
manger scene, a bright star, shep-
herds, the Magi.

Even in secular, materialistic soci-
ety, the Wise Men are a part of the
Christmas atmosphere. They are pic-
tured as intrepid and inspired seek-
ers of truth, traveling by night, bear-
ing gifts.

But what was it about the Wise
Men that in Scripture they should be
called wise? Was it because they were
learned? Was it because they were on
the cutting edge of their time in the
disciplines of mathematics and as-
tronomy?

For that matter, what does Scrip-
ture mean by the word wisdom?
We’re told that Solomon was the wis-
est person who ever lived. Does this
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urrection of the dead.
3. The Bible does not teach that

the Jews as a nation will again be
God’s people after the church is rap-
tured. The special status of the Jew-
ish nation as God’s people came to
an end in A.D. 34 at the end of the 70
weeks (Matt. 21:43). Ellen White was
very clear on this: “I saw that God
had forsaken the Jews as a nation;
but that individuals among them
will yet be converted.”1 Similarly, in
Spiritual Gifts she wrote, “Individu-
als among the Jews will be con-
verted; but as a nation they are for-
ever forsaken of God.”2

�4. Nowhere does the Bible teach
that people who have not accepted
Christ will get a second chance dur-
ing the seven years between the
secret rapture and the Second Com-
ing. Why would only the last genera-
tion get a second chance, why not
the rest of humanity from Adam on? 

Dispensational theology is not
scriptural. Nevertheless, most con-
servative Christians subscribe to it
and support modern Israel in any

way they can, including political
pressure on the White House.

The Jews, of course, do not accept
the dispensational theology, but they
are happy for the support they re-
ceive from evangelical Christians.
Nathan Perlmutter, director of the
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai
B’rith, is not concerned about the
dispensationalist teaching that most
Jews will be killed by the antichrist
and that the rest will convert to
Jesus. He said, “We need all the
friends we have to support Israel. . . .
If the Messiah comes, on that day
we’ll consider our options. Mean-
while, let’s praise the Lord and pass
the ammunition.”3 

“There is a downside to the dispensationalist/Israeli friendship. 

In their commitment to keep Israel strong and moving in 

directions prophesied by the Bible, dispensationalists are currently

supporting some of the most dangerous elements in Israeli society”

(Timothy P. Weber).
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mere knowledge—mere informa-
tion? As we study and discuss the
Sabbath school lesson, as we partici-
pate in any Bible study group, as we
read Scripture personally and devo-
tionally, as we recount Bible stories
to our children and grandchildren,
are we merely exercising intellect?

“Modern knowledge is character-
istically noncommittal. Much is
known, but all is consequence-free.
What we know and what we do
about it are two different things. . . .
What matters for our thought-style
is not simply doctrine but the Chris-
tian responsibility of knowledge ex-
hibited in all our knowing. . . .
Knowledge for the Christian is never
noncommittal nor consequence-
free. Knowledge carries responsibil-
ity.”3

Any encounter with Scripture
should affect our hearts as well as our
heads. Learning should lead to trans-
formation, else it’s just an intellectual
exercise. By their own account before
King Herod, the wise men summed
up their reason for being in
Jerusalem: “‘We have seen His star in
the East [information] and have
come to worship Him [transforma-
tion]’” (2:2, NKJV). The Magi didn’t
say they had come to confirm a hy-
pothesis or prove a doctrine.

“The best-informed man,” wrote
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “is not neces-
sarily the wisest. Indeed there is a
danger that precisely in the multi-
plicity of his knowledge he will lose
sight of what is essential. . . . The
wise man will seek to acquire the
best possible knowledge about
events, but always without becoming
dependent upon this knowledge. To
recognize the significant in the fac-
tual is wisdom.”4

Let’s be reminded in the coming
Christmas season that the knowl-
edge of Jesus is more than mere in-
formation. Knowledge of God’s rev-
elation through Scripture and the
star is important—but more signifi-
cant is our response to this informa-
tion. It should make a difference in
our lives. It should cause us to go be-
yond our library research, our panel
discussions, and our publication of
papers. It should cause us to get on
our camels and hit the road. It
should prompt us to worship.
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sia, an interesting irony for our time.
The way the religious establishment
in Jerusalem responded would be
called profiling today.

But they had apparently studied
the available Hebrew Scriptures
closely enough to know that this star
was significant. The prophecy of
Balaam in the Book of Numbers
speaks of the “star of Jacob” (24:15,
KJV). “As these magi studied the
starry heavens, and sought to
fathom the mystery hidden in their
bright paths, they beheld the glory of
the Creator. . . . In their own land
were treasured prophetic writings
that predicted the coming of a di-
vine teacher. Balaam belonged to the
magicians, though at one time a
prophet of God; by the Holy Spirit
he had foretold the prosperity of Is-
rael and the appearing of the Mes-
siah; and his prophecies had been
handed down by tradition from cen-
tury to century.”1 Almost certainly
the Wise Men drew on Balaam’s
prophecy, and there were others as
well.

The wisdom of the Magi must
have surely derived from something
more than knowledge of the celestial
universe and scholarship on the sub-
ject of prophecy. Their wisdom was
demonstrated in the fact that they
saddled up their camels and headed
west. They acted on what they had
learned. They embraced and lived
the truth as they discovered it in
their study.

Throughout the writings of the
Spirit of Prophecy, the term “experi-
mental knowledge” occurs a great
many times. This expression may
sound at first like a kind of knowl-
edge in which you dabble with this
and experiment with that, rather like
an emphasis on trivia. But a careful
reading of the context of this phrase
shows that consistently Ellen White
is writing about what is called today
“experiential knowledge.” It is far
more than information.

“There are very many who claim
to serve God,” she says, “but who
have no experimental knowledge of
Him. Their desire to do His will is
based upon their own inclination,
not upon the deep conviction of the
Holy Spirit.”2

Have you ever wondered why
Herod’s theological experts in
prophecy could have known that the
Messiah was to be born in Bethle-
hem—yet they hadn’t responded to
the star? It’s probable that they hadn’t
even seen it. They readily rejected
the prophecy in their own Scriptures
(Micah 5:2), that precisely pin-
pointed the location of the Messiah’s
birth. And they looked upon the vis-
iting Magi as heathen!

Truth doesn’t always come from
the establishment. Sometimes it
comes from unexpected sources. All
truth is God’s truth.

But how do we respond to truth
when it presents itself to us? In any
study of Scripture, do we stop at


