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exhortation to be holy is a person-
to-person call. God makes it per -
sonal: “‘You shall be holy, for I am
holy’” (NASB). It is not, “Be holy
because I said to be holy.” Rather, it
is “Be holy because I am holy, and if
you love Me, you will want to be like
Me.” “This is a person-to-person call
placed by the Lord God to each one
of us. The Lord is calling you to be
holy. He beckons you to come out
from all conduct that is inappropri-
ate and be separated to Him, to
depart from everything that isn’t like
Him and devote yourself fully to
Him.”1 The conduct of believers is
determined by the person of God
and the nature of God. A holy God
requires holiness in His followers.

God is by nature holy (Rev. 4:8;
Isa. 6:3). He alone is holy (Rev. 15:4).
It has to do with who He is—His
character and being. To be a child of
God, it is necessary to bear a family
resemblance. 

Being holy or behaving holy is a
matter of love. Peter asserts how
being or behaving holy cannot be
separated either from God’s mercy
and forgiveness or from the spilled
blood of Christ. “Love is the well
from which practical holiness
springs: love for God, then love for
men. This love is the humble re -
sponse to God’s great love for us. If
we truly love Him, attaining to His
likeness will be our heart’s desire.
And like Him we will be, if we are
holy.”2

As Ellen White writes: “Holiness
is . . . an entire surrender of the will
to God; it is living by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God; it
is doing the will of our heavenly
Father; it is trusting God in trial, in
darkness as well as in the light; it is
walking by faith and not by sight; it
is relying on God with unquestion-
ing confidence, and resting in His
love.”3 Who would ever imagine that
holiness is resting in God’s love?

There is more: “No man receives
holiness as a birthright, or as a gift
from any other human being. Holi-
ness is the gift of God through
Christ. Those who receive the Sav-
iour become sons of God. They are
His spiritual children, born again,
renewed in righteousness and true
holiness. Their minds are changed.
With clearer vision they behold eter-
nal realities. They are adopted into
God’s family, and they become con-
formed to His likeness, changed by
His Spirit from glory to glory. From
cherishing supreme love for self,
they come to cherish supreme love
for God and for Christ. . . . Accepting
Christ as a personal Saviour, and fol-
lowing His example of self-denial—
this is the secret of holiness.”4    

Only God is holy. Yet He gra-
ciously extends His holiness to us
through His Son Jesus Christ. The
secret of holiness is accepting Christ
as our personal Savior. It means
receiving God’s character as a gift
implanted within. It is a gift that will
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ow would you describe
yourself? Take a few
moments. Write down
five words that would

the same people are com-
manded to stop living sinful
lives. How can that be? How
can you be holy if there is sin

best describe you. What would
they be? “Outgoing?” “Harsh?” “Com -
passionate?” “Kind?” “Witty?” “Faith-
ful?” “Critical?” What words would
others use to describe you? Would the
word holy be among them?

Most of us never think of calling
ourselves holy. Only saints and
preachers are holy (even that is
debatable), not ordinary people like
you and me. For many, holy means
stern people wearing dark colors and
high black stockings, walking with
rigid strides. People who would use
the word holy to describe themselves
live hard lives with hidden troubles,
carrying black Bibles around (or lit-
tle red books) to remind them of
what they shouldn’t be doing. They
live in the land of No—saying NO to
everything that has color, joy, spon-
taneity, humor, variety, creativity.

Scripture gives a mixed picture.
On the one hand, people are called
holy (saints), and on the other hand,

in your life?
Most troubling is the assertion

that “without holiness, none will see
the Lord” (Heb. 12:14, NIV). Then
there’s God’s call for us to be holy:
“‘Be holy, because I am holy’” (1 Peter
1:16, NIV). According to the context
(1 Peter 1:13-21), holy includes at
least five realities: (1) holy defines a
way of both being and behaving; (2)
holy is a way of being and behaving
that is defined by the character of
God [who God is and what God
does]; (3) holy is a way of being and
behaving that all Christians are
expected to manifest; (4) holy is a way
of being and behaving that is mark -
edly different from that of the unbe-
lieving world around; and (5) holy is a
way of being and behavior that is
rooted in and flows out of God’s re -
deeming grace and forgiveness mani-
fested in Christ’s shed blood.

The most interesting thing about
these words in 1 Peter is how the
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n the first segment of
The Triangle, a three-
part made-for-TV min -
i series about the so-
called Bermuda Triangle, a char-

acter asks an engineer with four post-
graduate degrees, “Why does it always
seem the more education a person
has, the more unwilling they are to
accept new ideas?”

Notwithstanding the poor gram-
mar—and at the risk of sounding
anti-intellectual—he has a point. In
a later exchange, after a discussion
has ensued about the causes of unex-
plained phenomena, the same char-
acter observes, “Everyone uses super-
natural like it’s a dirty word!”

What he is talking about is the
conflict that has arisen between
those of faith and those who have
elected themselves as spokespersons
for science.

But science, as we know it, has not
always been at odds with religion. In
fact, in the Western tradition, science
got its start from the Christian
search for a greater understanding of
God.

“Science took root and
flourished in the soil of
Christian thought,” says
scholar Alvin Plantinga.

“It was nourished by the Christian
idea that both we and our world
were created by the same personal
God, the same living God, the same
conscious being with intellect, un -
derstanding, and reason. And not
only were we created by God, we
were created in His image. And a
most important part of the divine
image in us is our ability to resemble
God in having knowledge, knowl-
edge of our world around us, knowl-
edge of ourselves, knowledge, even,
of God Himself.”1

Out of this kind of thinking arose
the genesis of what we today call sci-
ence. It was originally a tool that was
intended to bring us closer to our
Creator. Ellen White referred to
what she called “the harmony of sci-
ence and Bible religion.”

“Nature is full of lessons of the
love of God,” she wrote. “Rightly
understood, these lessons lead to the
Creator. They point from nature to
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forever change who we are, how we
think, what we value, and what we
do and say (Col. 1:21, 22; Gal. 6:14).
We rest in His love. Our humble
response to His love is to be like Him
in the world.

The reality is that those who
comprehend the holiness of God are
immediately filled with dread and
horror over personal sin (Isa. 6:3-6).
It is a fact that “the most holy person
is most in touch with his own
depravity, and consequently, with
the great mercy and kindness of
God.”5 “The more closely they con-
template the life and character of
Jesus, the more deeply will they feel
their own sinfulness, and the less
will they be disposed to claim holi-
ness of heart or to boast of their
sanctification.”6 “Only God is holy.
Man has not holiness apart from
what belongs to God, extended to
him in Christ.”7 Holiness begins with

a sense of who God is and an appre-
ciation of His grace. Appreciating
salvation is where holiness begins.
Starting anywhere else leads to legal-
ism or fanaticism, hypocrisy or dis-
couragement.

God would have us hear His per-
son-to-person call to be like Him in
the world. And He would remind us
of His gracious provision through
Christ: “‘be holy, for I am holy, and if
you love Me, you will want to be like
Me.’”
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