THE ASSOCIATE EDITORS”

DESK

Gerhard Pfandl

iblical writers often

refer to phenomena

of nature as a revela-

tion of God’s maj-

esty and greatness.
“The heavens declare the
glory of God; and the firmament
shows His handiwork,” says David in
Psalm 19:1 (NKJV). How true! Con-
sider the universe for a moment! On a
clear night, one can see about 3,000
stars with the naked eye. Astrono-
mers, however, tell us that our Milky
Way galaxy has about two hundred
thousand million stars, all in their
appointed order circling along the
orbit God assigned to them. Yet our
galaxy is only one among several hun-
dred thousand million galaxies in the
universe that astronomers can locate
with their strongest telescopes. And
who knows how many more galaxies
there are beyond that.

Distances in the universe boggle
the mind: Apart from the Sun, the
nearest star to our Earth, Alpha Cen-
tauri, is 5.22 trillion light-years away.
(One light-year is the distance light
travels in one year: about 5.9 trillion
miles!) A spaceship traveling 100,000
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miles per hour would
require about 29,000 years
to get there. Just think of it:
our Milky Way is said to
have a diameter of 100,000
light years; yet compared
to some of the other galaxies in the
universe, it is not part of the big
league! The largest galaxy known thus
far is Markarian, with a diameter of
1.3 million light-years. And here we
are on planet Earth, a mere grain of
sand in the vast expanse of the uni-
verse whose limits, if there are any, are
beyond our comprehension. Indeed,
“What is man that You are mindful of
him?” (Ps. 8:4, NKJV).

Similar awe-inspiring facts would
come to light if we used an electron
microscope to study the 20,000 to
25,000 genes each individual pos-
sesses, or the millions of cells in the
visual cortex of the brain. The plant
world provides us with some amazing
statistics. How many of us realize that
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during the summer, full-grown trees
may get as much as 40 gallons of
water up to their branches and leaves
every day—without electric pumps.
The secret is that “when water evapo-
rates from the leaves, it creates a con-
stant compensating suction of water
below. The suction continues through
twigs, branches, and trunk down to
the roots.”* Our finite minds are sim-
ply unable to comprehend all the
wonders of the created world.

Yet, in spite of overwhelming evi-
dence for design in nature, i.e., evi-
dence for a creative mind or a Cre-
ator, most people, at least in the
“sophisticated” Western world, be-
lieve that everything came into exis-
tence by chance over billions of years.
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution,
ridiculed at first, has truly captured
the mind of modern humankind.
Atheists and agnostics see evolution
as the only viable option to explain
the origin of life, and individuals who
still believe in a supernatural being
are frequently so overwhelmed by the
“evidence” of the scientific establish-
ment that they opt for theistic evolu-
tion, i.e., God used evolution to create
the world we live in.

For the first hundred years of our
existence as an organized body, Sev-
enth-day Adventists stood united in
defense of a six-day creation of our
world within the past six to ten thou-
sand years. After all, every Sabbath we
were reminded of the fourth com-
mandment, which provides the rea-

son for keeping the Sabbath rather
than Sunday. ““In six days the Lord
made the heavens and the earth, the
sea, and all that is in them, and rested
the seventh day. Therefore the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed
it” (Ex. 20:11, NKJV).

In recent decades, however,
cracks have begun to appear in this
united stand against evolution.
Some scientists and theologians in
our educational system have begun
to raise question as to the wisdom of
holding on to our belief in a six-day
creation in the face of what they
believe is overwhelming scientific
evidence to the contrary. In 1980,
therefore, at the General Conference
in Dallas, where 27 Fundamentals
Beliefs were officially accepted as the
church’s statement of faith, the
church for the first time in our his-
tory officially stated that we believe
in a six-day creation. We had always
believed it, but it was never formally
accepted by a vote of the General
Conference in session.

Fundamental Belief number six
on Creation says, “God is Creator of
all things, and has revealed in Scrip-
ture the authentic account of His
creative activity. In six days the Lord
made ‘the heaven and the earth’ and
all living things upon the earth, and
rested on the seventh day of that first
week. Thus He established the Sab-
bath as a perpetual memorial of His
completed creative work. The first
man and woman were made in the
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image of God as the crowning work
of Creation, given dominion over
the world, and charged with respon-
sibility to care for it. When the world
was finished it was ‘very good,
declaring the glory of God.” In this
Fundamental Belief, it is clearly
spelled out that we believe (a) that
God created heaven and earth and
all that is therein in six days, and (b)
that the Sabbath is a continual re-
minder of the six-day creation.

Yet, this did not stop some schol-
ars and scientists who see Creation
extending over millions of years
from advocating a modified form of
theistic evolution. The General Con-
ference, therefore, initiated a series of
Faith and Science conferences from
2002 to 2004 in which the various
issues surrounding the Creation/ev-
olution controversy were openly
discussed. The final report of the
International Faith and Science
Conference Organizing Committee
in 2004 was submitted to the 2004
Autumn Council of the General Con-
ference. It stated that though there is
widespread affirmation of the
church’s position on creation, “[W]e
recognize that some among us inter-
pret the biblical record in ways that
lead to sharply different conclu-
sions.”

The 2004 Annual Council, after
careful discussion, produced a re-
sponse to the report in which the
members strongly endorsed the
church’s historic, biblical position of

belief in a literal, recent, six-day Cre-
ation. To close any possible loophole
by which a day could mean some-
thing other than a 24-hour day, the
council stated “that the seven days of
the Creation account were literal 24-
hour days forming a week identical
in time to what we now experience
as a week” The response also called
upon all boards and teachers at out
schools to uphold and advocate the
church’s position on origins.

The importance of belief in a six-
day Creation cannot be emphasized
enough. Once this article of faith is
compromised, the Sabbath and the
historicity of the first 11 chapters of
Genesis stand on shaky ground. And
if we cannot be sure that the Fall of
humanity and the Flood are historical
events, how can we know that the
plan of salvation and the Second Ad-
vent are? Solomon wrote, “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart, and lean
not on your own understanding”
(Prov. 3:5, NKJV).” Wise counsel
indeed!
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